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GENEALOGY | COLLEC STION 


A DESCRIPTIVE ACCOUNT OF ITS 


PRAIRIE, TIMBER, 


SCILOOLS, CILURCHES, 


AND OCCUPATIONS OF ITS PEOPLE. 
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{ 
CLIMATE, SOIL, PRODUCTIONS, SURFACE, WATE! | 
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Its Climate, Soil and Productions, 


Tue ogsect of this little book is to set forth the truth. 

Much has been written and printed of the advanta- 
ges Lowa holds out to the settler, still there are fow ont- 
side of her own limits who have any just conception of 
the grandness and beauty of her scenery, the fertility and 
adaptation of her soil and the healthiness and mildness 
of her climate. 

“The Indian who roamed. over its rolling prairies, 
who breathed its pure air, and drank its sweet waters, in 
his enthusiastic admiration, called the land ¢ lo-wau? 
~—the Beautiful Land! The Anelo-Saxon has claimed it. 
He has driven the Indian westward; has changed hunting 
grounds into beautiful farms; has planted towns and cit- 
1e3 Where but yesterday stood the wigwam; has let loose 
the iron horse where a few vears since the buffalo roamed 
in countless numbers—has changed all; but he too, in- 
spired by nature, calls the land ‘fo-wau 0?” 

To the lover of the beautiful in nature, Iowa is en- 
chanting. Jfev rolling prairies and beautiful streams of 
erystal clearness, fringed with their fine growth of timber, 
her thousand flowers of every hue, her gorgeous sky and 
genial ar-—all inspire the visitor and the dweller alike 
With the utmost enthusiasm. She is well called the 
* Beautilul Land.” 

It is about seventeen years since Towa adopted a 
State government, and was admitted into the Union. 
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SITU ATION——EXTENT—POPCULATION, 


Towa is situated between 40 deg. 31'min. and 43 dee. 


80 min. north latitude. It is 800 eties in length from 


east to west, and a little over 200 miles in breadth— eon- 
taining about 56,000 square Tes being nearly a fourth 
larger than the State of New York. In 1850 the popu- 
lation of the State was 192,000; in 1860, 675,000; in 
1865, 712,000. 


CLIMATE. 


Parker, in his “ Iowa as It Is,” published in 1855, 
SAYS ! 


“We have generally an unbroken winter from the middle of No- 
veraber till Janu: ary, when we are almost invariably visited with a 
“January thaw ;” after which the weather is gener: ally mild and grad- 
ually merges into Spring. We are free from the sudden chanves of 
New England, and from the long drizzling rains and fogs of the 
Middle States. Our storms are trom the east, and our showers from 
the west. 

* The State is locatedin the healthiest latitude of our continent ; 
reaching only to latitude 43 deg. 50 min. on its northern boundary. 
Its winters are comparatively mild and pleasant, and its summers free 
from the long, scorching rays of a southern sun and epidemics so 
common in such climates. By the medical journais, fowa is ranked 
as second only, in point of health, and no doubt it will be first, when 
she has a settled and acclimated population, as free from toil, privation 
and exposure as other States. 


Wx. Barrows Esq., who probably possesses more 
information on the subject than any other person in the 
State, having been Government Surveyor tor 15 years, 
Says? 

‘One of the peculiarities of the climate is the dryness of its sum- 
mers andautumns. The autumnal months are almost iny aniably clear, 


war mand dry. 


“The climate of Towa may be compared to that of New Jersey and 
the vicinity of New York City, execpt that we have not here sofmuch 
rain and forgy weather as they have. Here it is in general an un ro- 
ken winter from the middle of November till January ; when we are 
invariably visited with the Janu: wy thaw ; after whic hy Lite weatber be- 
comes gradually milder. We have but littl snow—not enough to pre- 
pare for sleizhing, and but few sleds or sicighs are manufactured. 
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In another part of his work Parker says: 


“There is not generally much snow ; no rain generally falls from 
October until March or April. The ground in winter is frozen to a 
great depth, owing to the loose nature of the soil. Three winters’ ex- 
perience in Towa, and I have never seen the frost leave the ground after 
the winter sets in, until Spring. Our streets and roads are dry and 
dusty. It has been frequently remarked, that no soil in the world 
would stand as much dry weather as this, and there is none that is 
Jess injured by continued wet weather. Oring to these peculiarities 
of the climate, no section af country can compare with this for stock 
raising, the cold dry winters being just the thing Jor cattle and sheep.” 


A pamphlet styled “Information for Emigrants,” 
published seven years ago by the Dubuque Emigrant .As- 
sociation, thus speaks of the climate: 


| 
| 
| “ As a generel rule, the average quantity of rain and snow in Iowa 
| is much less than in New York and New England. There are much 
| fewerclouds. Winter cominences about the sate time it begins in 
| the same latitude east, but Spring generally opens much eurlier. The 
| intense cold weather is comparatively short. For a period of years 
apring will aceragr Trom two to four wecks earlier.” The general low 
| cievation of Lowa above the level of the sea, has much to do with the 
j mildness of the climate, the average clevation being only about 800 feet. 
The heat of summer is much greater than in the same latitude in 
New York and New England, though a person may work in the open 
sun in lowa waen the thermometer is 100 deg. above Zero, more com- 
fortably than he can in New York (and other moist aired climates) 
| when itis at 0 deg. An atmosphere saturated with water is more 
| sultry and disagreeable with the thermometer at 90 deg. than adry 
atmosphere with the thermometer at 100.” 
| 


It may be added that the snmmer nights are always 
cool and pleasant, and the heat of the day is lessened by 
the breezes of the prairie. 

Yrosts frequently oceur from two to three weeks 
sooner in the latitude of Cincinnati than in Central Lowa. 


“The extreme severity of the winters of 1855-6 and’57 induced 
some feeble hearted people to leave the State. They seemed to forget 
the fact that one swallow does not make a spring, nor does an extreme 
winter settle the fact that our winter is rigorous. Rather let us be- 
lieve the testimony of luwan’s oldest citizens, whose universal agree: 
ment in eulogising the winters of Lowa is supported by the exceeding 
mildness of the winter of 1857-8, which in a measure dispelled the 
impression concerning our climate, and already its Influence on emigra- 
tion into the State is felt. Trains of white topped wayons followed 
by droves of cattle are seen coursing our valleys. Here and there we 
| finda settler’s camp, where, living jn his wagon or tent, till a heuse 
» can be erected, he gives to the world a picture of noble enterpsise, in 
Which noble women fully share. A hore springs up on the prairie, 
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neighbors settle near, and thus the State of Towa is now being filled 
with a hardy, intelligent, and independent population, mostly of young 
people, and a large proportion from the Northern States, clothed with 
the vigor of a Northern latitude, disciplined by a liberal education, and 
taught from youth to regard Jabor as compatible with true gentility. 

And well may such men emigrate here where they are subject to 
neither the rigors of the northern cold, nor the encryation of south- 
ern heat. We occupy that happy medium where industry is rewarded 
with plenty, and the fall development of manhood is prevented neither 
by stint nor surfeit.” Pics 


HEALTHINESS OF THE CLIMATE. 


Dr. Urprcrarr, a correspondent of the Okie Fur- 
mer thus alludes to our climate. FEis remarks will com- 
mend themselves to the better Judgment of those who 
have had the experience of a season or two in Lowa life : 


“Of all considerations respecting a new country, the most impor- 
tant.is as to its healthfulness. [0 this respect Lowa has the advantage 
of most new countries. An open prairie country @/most universally 
rolling, oreren.  Trithy, it is more favorable to health than flat prairie 
or level woodiand. The streams are fresh ranning water with sandy 
or gravel beds. The scarcity of tinser land, and the annual fires that 
pass over the prairies, prevent to a great degree the decomposition of 


vexctable matter, which is ju most new countries the great seurce of 


disease. With some local exceptions there does not seem to be any 
reasan why this State should net enjoy as high an average of healthi- 
ness as Ohio ner does. To observe the exertion and exposure, often 
reckless and unnecessary, to which most new settlers subject them- 
selves, it berames a matter of surprise that disease and mortality are 
net much more usual than they are.” 


PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY, 


THE solr. 


The soil of Towa eannot be over-praiscd. It is sim- 
ilar in its elements and in its depth, te that of the most 
fertile districts of the globe. 


“Ttis well known,” sars Parker, “ to the scientific farmer, that the 
land best snited to wheat and most of small erains, and in which the 
earthy, saline, and orcanie matters are distributed in the proportion 
hest adapted to impart fertility and durability, is cenerally a soil based 
on the calcareous and magnesia calenreous rocks.” 

This condition specially characterizes the country 


} 


watered by the Des Moines. the Skunk and the two Towss. 
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Owen in his Geological Report says: 


“The prairie country, based on rocks belonging to the Devonian 
and carbonifcrous systems extending up the yalley.of the Red Cedar, 
lowa, and Des Moines, as high as latitude 40 deg. 31 rin., presents a 
body of arable Jand which, taken as a whole, for richness and organic 

' elements, for amount of saline matter and due admixture of eurtny 
silicates, affords a combination'that belongs on'y to the most fertile up- 
land plains. Throughout this district the general levelness of the 
surface, interrupted only by gentle swells, and moderate undulations, 
offers facilities for the introduction-of all those aids which machinery 
is daily adding to diminish the labor of cultivation, and render casy 
and expeditious the collecticnof an abundant harvest.” 


STREAMS, 


“No State in the Union is more bountifully supplicd with water 
than Towa ; being bounded on the east by the Mississippi, and on the 
west by the Missouri,—the interior of the State being traversed in 
every direction by noble, and in many cases navigahle rivers, some of 
them running parallel to each other from twelve to twenty mules apart, 
skirted with timber of from one ‘to five miles wide. ‘Our rivers are 
clear, iresh aud healthy, of gentle current, capable ef furnishing water 
power tor all purposes.” 


TIMBER. 


Ahout one-tenth of Towais timber land. Munch of 
this is inferior, but that skirtine the streams js equal to 
that of timbered counties. The principal varicties are oals, 
walnut, hickory, linn, ash, maple, elm and cotton-wood. 
There are thon-ands of acres of young timber coming to 
maturity rapidly—erowing much faster than in the older 
States. A] vast amount of locust is being eultivated:— 
The supply in most of the Southern counties of the State 
is equal to the demand, and taking the whole State the 
supply is increasing faster than the demand. 
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GENERAL APPEARANCE OF TERE FRAIRIES. 
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Phe novelty of the prairie country is striking, and 


never fails to cause an exclamation of surprise trom those 
1} who have live t amid the forests of Ohio and Wentueky, 
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the flowers are beautiful; and the absence of. shade. and 
consequent appearance of a profusion of light, produces 
2% gaiety which animates every beholder. 

These plains, although preserving a general level in 
respéct to the whole country, are yet, in themselves, zo¢ 


lat, but exhibit a gracefully waving surface, swelling and 


sinking with easy, graceful slopes, and full, rounded ont- 
lines, equally avoiding the unmeaning horizontal surtace, 
and the interruption of abrupt or angular elevations. 

The attraction of the prairie consists in its extent, its 
carpet of verdure and flowers, its undulating surface, its 
groves, and the tringe of timber by which it is surrounded. 
Of all these, the latter i; the most expressive feature. It 
is that which gives character to the landscape, which im- 
parts the shape, and marks the boundary of the plain. If 
the prairie be small, its greatest beauty consists in the 
vicinity of the surrounding margin of woodland, which 
resembles the shore of a lake indented with deep vistas, 
like bays and inlets, and throwing ovt long points, like 
capes and headlands. 

In the spring of the year, when the young grass 
has just covered the ground with a carpet of delicate 
green, and especially if the sun is rising from behing a 
distant swell of the plain and elittering upon the dew- 
drops, no scene can be more lovely to the eye. The 
groves, or clusters of timber. are particularly attractive 
ut this season of the vear. The rich undergrowth is in 
full bloom. The rosewood, erab-apple, wild plum, the 
cherry, and the wild rose are all abundant, and in many 
portions of the State the grape-vine abounds. The vari- 
ety of wild fruit and flowering shrubs is so great, and 
such the profusion of the blossoms with which they are 
bowed down, that the eye is regaled alinost to satiety. 

The gaicty of the prairie, its embellishment, and 
the absence of the gloom and savage wildness of the for- 
est, all contribute to dispel the feeling of loneliness which 
usually creeps over the mind of the solitary traveler in 
the wilderness. Though he may not see a house ora 
human being, and is conscious that he is far from the hab- 
itations of men, the traveler upon the prairie can searce- 
ly divest himself of the idea that he is traveling throngh 
scenes embellished by the hand of art. The ilowers, so 
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fragile, so delicate, and so ornamental, seem to have been 
tastefully disposed to adorn the scene. | | 
In the summer, the prairie is covered with long, coarse 
grass, Which soon assumes a golden hue, and waves in | 
the wind like a fuily ripe harvest. The prairie grass nev- 
er attains its highest growth in the richest soil; but in | 
low, wet, or marstiy land, where the substratum of clay 
lies near the surface, the center or main stem of the grass | 
—that which bears the seed—shcots up to the hight of 
eight and ten feet, throwing out long, coarse leaves or | 
blades. But onthe rich, undulating prairies, the grass | 
is finer, with less of stalk and a greater profusion of | 
leaves. The roots spread and interweave, forming acom-. 
pact, even sod, and the blades expand into a close, thick | 
grass, which is seldom more than eighteen inches high, 
until late in the season, when the seedbearing stem shoots | 
up. The first coat is mingled with small flowers—the | 
violet, the bloom of the wild strawberry, and various oth- | 
ers, of the most minute and delicate texture. As the | 
grass increases in hight, these smaller flowers disappear, 
and others, taller and more gaudy, display their brilliant | 
colors upon the green surface; and still later, a larger | 
and coarser succession arises with the rising tide of ver- 
dure. It is impossible to conceive a more infinite diver- | 
sity, or aricher profusion of hues, “ trom grave to gay,” | 
than graces the beautiful carpet of green throughout the | 
entire season of summer. | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


IOWA AS AN AGRICULTURAL STATE. 
A FEW STATISTICS. 


By the census of 1856, it appears that Iowa raised 31,- 
168,862 bushels of corn; while, by the census of 1850, it 
appears that New York and the six New England States, 
together, only raised 28,084,256. The population of Io- 
wa, In 1856, was a little over 500,000, while the combined 
population of New York and the New England States in 
1850, was 5,700,000. The Corn crop of the United States 
is of more value than that of any other three crops com- 


bined. 
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By the census of 1280, Tows prodnzed 41,116,994 bush- 
els of Indian Corn, while the aggregate amount raised 
the same year by New York and the six New England 
States tozether, was only 29,160,577 bushels. Thus it 
will be seen that New York andthe New England States 
increased in zen years trom 1850—60 only 1,126,321 bush- 
els of corn, while young Lowa increased in four years 9,953,- 
632 bitshels, aud in ten years from 1850—60, 32,460,195. 
The great State of New York did net raise halt as much 
corn in 1860 as did lowa. Michigan prodneed but little 
more than one fourth as much as Lowa, aud Wisconsin a 
little more than a sixth. 


SORGEUM. 


Let us compare the Sorghum crop, which is destined to 
be one of the staples of this country, and especially of 
this State. 

In 1860 Iowa produced 1,993,474 gallons of Sorghum 

5 


molasses, Indiana 827.777 callons. Lllinois 797,096 gallons 
> » : 3 tas) 3 


a 


and Qhio 707,416 gallons; by which itis seen that Lowa 
is the greatest producer, and raises more than double the 
amount raised by Illinois, which is the next greatest pro- 
ducer. 


MAPLE MOLASSES. 


_It is not expected that a prairie State will produce as 
much molasses and sugar from the maple as those States 
which abound intimber. But comparing this State with 
three of her border States the result is highly satisfactory. 

In 1860 Iowa produced 97,751 gallons of maple molas- 
es ; Illinvis 21,423; Minnesota 21,829; Missouri 18,289 
—-the amount made in Iowa being a half more than the 
amount made in the other three States together. 


WHEAT, oats, ce. 


Mr. Barrows, before mentioned, thus spenks of the 
~ eulture ot Wheat, Corn, Oats, &c.: 


“Gur Wheat is sown in March, and our Corn planted the list of 
April and the first of May. But little winter Wheat is grown here. 
The light snows are insufficient to protect it from winter-killing.— 
Spring wheat is raised in great abundance and of good quality. Corn 
is raised in large quantities ; and all the products of the earth, congen- 
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fal to this climate, grow with bet little labor. Seldom is the hoe 
used in the corn or potato tield—-the horse and plow do the work, in 
general. Ofthe Wheat crop, ferty bashels to the acre is considered a 
good crop; and of Corn, fifty, sixty and» seventy-five bushels are 
raised to the acre; four and five hundred bushels ef Potatoes and Unig 
ions to the acre are common,” oa 


Another writer says: 


‘The yield of Corn in Central and Western Iowa will average from 
80 to 100 bushels per acre.” . 


Hon. Geo. Wright in an address at the opening of the 
last State Pair in Iowa, read the following trom Isaac 
Newton, the well known Commissioner of the Department 
of Agriculture at Washington: 

““Wasuixetox, D. C., September 3, 1864. 
Ifon. Geo. Wrient, Dear Sir :— 

The reports of the average yield of the crops throughout the coun- 
try, for the present year, clearly show that your State has the honor 
of being placed at the head of the list. 

This fact will doubtless be quite gratifying to you, as well as to the 
farmers of your State generally. It not only speaks volumes of praise 
in behalf of the enterprise and industry of your rapidly growing and 
thriving population, but it scems very clearly to indicate that you are 
peculiarly blessed with an adaptation of climate and soil unsurpassed; 
if equalled, by any other State in the Union. 

As one who has ever taken the most lively and active interest in the 
ennobling pursuits of Agriculture, [ have been pleased ta notice the 
steady and unprecedented advancement of your State in this, by far 
the most important branch of a netion’s prosperity and wealth, and can 
but assure you that [am deeply gratified at the success to which 
it has already attained, although comparatively a young State. 

The census of 1850 shows the population of lowa to haye been a 
little above 192,000, 

The census of 1860 shows a tetal of 675,000, an increase of 
430,000 11! in the short space of ten years, being altnost half as much 
as the total population of the Old State of Virginia. 

With this astonishing growth of population and wealth, a boundless 
career of influence and importance awaits the futurity of your noble 
State. [ havethe honor to be very truly yours, &c. 

Isaac Newton, Commissioner. 


STOCK RAISING. 


Although, as we have secn, Iowa goes far ahead of 


most of the other States of the Union in producing the 


great staple crops of grain, yet this is not the most impor- 


tant branch of labor and pursuit of her citizens. Stock 
raising, but especially wool growing, is attracting the 
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chie? attention of our farmers, and will soon be the most 
important branch of industry in the State. During the 
last summer season sheep were imported into this State 


aby rail and on tvot, by thousands upon thousands—cross- 


ing the great Father vf waters at every available point, 
they have been driven westward to tind congenial homes 
on the vast prairies of a State that could this day support 
all the sheep in the Union. 

There is no finer stuck-growing field in the world than 
Central Iowa. his is the uuiversal opinion of growers 
acquainted with the advantages of these regions. One 
Writer says: 

“That portion from Cedar riverto the Missouri, in particular, stands 
pre-eminent above all other countries as the best for the production of 
grass. The counties lying half way between the Mississippi and Mis- 
souri rivers | Poweshiek is one of the finest among them] would arer- 
age from one to three tons of good hay to the acre. The grass isa 
good quality of what is called upland prairie grass. It is more nutri- 
tious than any of the tame grasses; cattle become fatter by pasturing 
onit: Itisnotas juicy as the different kinds of tame grass ; cows 
that pasture on it will not give as much milk, bat willaccamulate more 
fat. When cut, it shrinks much less in curmg for hay. It seldom 
heats. Horses that eat it can never have the heaves. A horse that 
has the heaves, when brought to this country and fed on prairie hay 
in the winter will be as exempt from heaves as he would be in sum- 
mer time in the East. The hay in appearance is green, and it smells 
much sweeter than tame hay. On the whole, it is superior either for 
pasturage or hay, for horses, cattle or sheep. 

“The yield of Corn in Central and Western Iowa will average from 
80 to 100 bushels per acre. The stalks grow very laree. After the 
Corn is picked, the farmers turn ,their catile into the fields among the 
standing stalks, which afford nearly all the feed that cattle ¢ct in the 
winter, This isa common practice but is rather poor policy. The 
corn stalks do very well so far as they go, but shelter, protection and 
a little corn meal will do stock as much good in Iowa, in the winter, 
as in any other country. There is no country on earth that can com- 
pete with the reqion above described, in raising stock. Corn can be 
produced for rive cents a bushel, [This was written some years ago; 
of course it would cost more at the present advanced rates of labor, 
living, &c.] and Hay for the trouble of cutting. There are plenty of 
lands in that region of country belonging to speculators, on which set- 
tlers can pasture their cattle and evt their hay for years to come. A 
farmer can buy a small piece, break it up and enclose it for the pur- 
pose of raising grain, etc., and the speculator will furnish the meadow 
and pasture and pay the taxes on it. <A very great convenience toa 
new beginner in anew country. The western prairies now feed not 
only the greater portion of the eastern States with beef, but send large 
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quantities to the Old World. eof is an article that will bear trans- 
portation, and unilormly brings a good price. 

The production of Horses, Sheep, Wool, Butter and Cheese, for 
carious reasons, will be equally projitable ; itis a business that recom- 


mendsitsely more strongly tu the attention of the farmer than any Fr 


other.” 

Wool growing is now receiving more attention from the 
farmers uf this State than any other pursuit. Stock of 
the very finest blood has been imported from Vermont 
and other Eastern States; and Iowa will dcubtless soon 
take her place at the head of the list of wool growing 
States. Let us compare figures. , 

The United States Census Reports show that during 
the ten years 1850—1860. Ohio decreased 22.2 per cent. 
in the number of sheep; Indiana 10. per cent., and Iili- 
n0is 13.2 per cent.; white lowa cncreused in the number 
of sheep for the same period 72.1 per cent., andin amount 
of wool, 74.6 per cent. 


FRUIT CULTURE. 


Most of the varieties of Fruits that flourish north of the 
Ohio river find a genial soil and climate in Iowa. The 
Peach is raised with some difiiculty ; but much progress 
is being made jn the culture of Apples, Plums, Pears, 
and the smaller fruits, which grow luxuriantly.  Black- 
berries, raspberries, currants, gooseberries, strawberries, 
and the like grow better now/ere than in this State. lo- 
Wa promises, ina few years, to be a great grape-growing 
country, as the matter has been fully and successtully 
tested. 

MINERALS. 


“Towa contains more coal than any other State in the 
Union. Nearly two-thirds of the State is a vast coal-neld. 
This will be a source of infinite wealth to the State, at no 
distant day. The coal-ticlds of the State may be said to 
cover 35,000 square miles, Fine qualities of building 
lime-stone are found on the banks of the two Skunks and 
many other streams. Lead, iron, copper and cual, and 
building stone are the principal minerals of value in the 
State, but in addition there are valuable clays, marble, 
gypsum or plaster of Paris, quartzite, hydraulic hmestone. 
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. -. The following is from the report of Dr. Owen,’ U. S. 
Geologist, which, from its impartial source, must be re- 
garded as good authority :- | 

sm Thecarboniferous rocks of Iowa occupy a region of country, which, 
taken es awhole, is one of the most fertile in the United States. No 

country can present to the farmer greater facilities for subduing, in a 

short time, wild land. Its n&tire prairies are fields, almost ready 

made to his hands. Its rich, black soil, returns him reward for his 

Jabor an hundred fold. The onl: drawbeck to its productiveness is that, 

eu some of the higher grounds the soil, partaking of the mixed char- 

acter common to drift soil, is occasionally gravelly, and that, here and 
there, where the upper members of the coal measures prevail, it be- 
comcs too silicious. 

The rural beauty of this portion of Iowa can hardly be surpassed. 
Undulating prairies, interspersed with open groves of timber, and wa- 
tered with pebbly rocky-bedded streams, pure and transparent ; hills 
of moderate height and gentleslope ; here and there especially towards 
the heads of streams, small Jakes, as clear as the rivers, some skirted 
svith timber, sone with banks formed by the green sward of the open 
prairie ;—these are the ordinary teatures of the pastoral kandscape. 

Yor centuries the successive natural crops of grass, untouched by 
the scythe, and but very partially kept down by the pasturage of buf: 
falo and other herbivorous animals, have accumulated organic matter 
tn the surface soil to such an extent, that a long succession, even of 
exhausting crops, will not materiaily impoverish the land. The prai- 
tie sod, matted and deep-rooted, usually reauires from six to eight 
yoke of oxen to effectually break it un. . 

The future farms of Towa, large, level and unbroken by stumps or 
other obstruction, will afford an excellent field for the infroduction of 
mowing and reaping machines, and other improved implements caleu- 
lated to save the labor of the husbandman ; and which, in new coun- 
tries reclaumod from the forest, can scarcely be employed until the first 
Generstion shall have passed away.’’ 


INCREASS OF POPULATION. 


In 1860 the population of the State was 674,948, and 
in 1863 if was 711,968, being an increase of 37,020 or 
nearly 20 per cent. in three years of war. From 1850 to 
1860 her increase was 256.64 per cent. The increase of 
Lilinois for the same period was 101.06 per cent.; of In- 
ciana 36.65 per cent. ; of Missouri 73.30 per cent ; Missis- 
6ippt 12.29 per cent. ; of Michizan 83.38 per cent. 


REPRESENTATIVES IN THE ABMY. 


Yowa has furnished about 40,000 men for three years’ serv: 
iccin the suppression of the rebellion. She is ao far ahead 
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of ail other States in this respect, that she entirely e3- 
eapes the dratt—having not only furnished her propor- 
tion of the eal’ of Dec. 19, 1864 tor 300,000 men, but has 
a handsome credit in advance. The valor of her troons 
is known wherever the Union army has advanced— 


from Wilson's Creek to Winchester, and their names cre 


second to none in honor. «- 
RAILROADS. 


There are now four great lines 1unning from east to 


west, completed a hundred or two hundred miles west of 


the Mississippi river, and these will soon be finished 
across the entire State. A grand north and south trunk 
road is being built across the State, connecting with oth- 
er roads in Missouri and Minnesota and destined soon to 
forin a continuous line between St. Paul and St. Louis. 
Many other short and side lines will ere many years be 
built, and the whole State chequered with iron tracks. 


EDUCATIONAL ADVANTAGES. 


There is no State in the Union which has 30 liberal s 
school system as the State of Iowa. 

Ly an act of Congress 560,000 acres of land were set 
apart forthe promotion of the cause ef education. Ia 
1S09 there was about 1,000,000 in the hands of the Sehoc! 
Fund Commissioners, which, lonned at ten per cent., 
brought an annual income of $100,009. --By an examina- 
tion of the reports of the State Superintendent we tind 
the School Fund had increased in 1863, to $2,127,901,€0. 
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A railroad will probably soon he built running north and south through 
the central portions ef the county, 
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POWESHTER COUNTY, 


LOCATI 


Poweshiek Connty, Iowa, lies between 41 deg. 30 min. 
and 42 deg. north latitude, about the same parallel aS 
Cuyahogs “county, O.—Montezuma, the county seat, be- 
ing exactly oa the same line as Cleveland. The center 
of the county isa& hundred miles west of the Mississippi 
river, and fitty-live miles east of Des Moines, the capital 
of the — There are five tiers of counties north of 
this and three south,in the State. It embraces town- 
ships 78, 79, 80 end i north of the base line, in Ranves 
13, 14, 15 aud 16 west of the Sth principal meridian, and 
contains 6€9,569 acres. 


SETTLEMENT. 
‘he first settlements in the county were made by Rich- 
c.£. Geden, desse Hiatt, D. Satchel, Martin Snyder, 
Gideon _villson, i isaac G. Willson, Richard Cheesman 
and d.Scey. Mr. Geden came to the county in 1843, 
pesreiSateh d Ch S44. 
essrs. Setchel an eesman in i8 


ORGANIZATION, &c. 


iesabbamee ek Conaty was creanized in April, 1848 : the 

issloners being Jacob ¥ eager, Martin 
Say ae and Richard EB. Geden. “The signatures of these 
men appear to the 8ckn owledgement of the record of the 
town plat of Montezuma, the tirst writing in the Record 


Books of the Sonate ; attested to by Stephen Moore, 


Clerk B.C. C. P.C.. The eorrectness of the deseri ipti on 
of the plari scertitied to h ny a samone Woodward, county 
Sarvyeyor. The date of this record is August 9, 1848. 
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———— 


It is said that the Judge who held the first Circuit 
Court in the county rode to Montezuma, trom Robert 
Taylor's, 16 miles east, went through with everything on 


dhe docket, aud returned to Mr. Taylor’s same day. Fis. 


name we cannot give. Carltonand Wm. Smyth are the 
first names of judges that appear on the records. 


DESCRIPTION—SOIL. 


What has been said of the State at large in respect to 
climate, soil, productions, &e., may be said of Poweshiek 
County, There is no better soil anywhere than the soil 
of this county. It is chiefly a rich, black loam, composed 
of vegetable deposit, with a clay subsoil, underlaid with 
carboniferous limestone. The depth of this vegetable de- 
posit which has been accumulating for centuries varies 
trom two to six feet, and is almost inexhaustable in fertil- 
ity. The ease with which this soil is cultivated isan item 
of great importance to thesettler. One man with a team 
can tend trom forty to fifty acres of corn well. 

There isno waste land in this county. It can all be 
brought under cultivation. 


MINE RALS. 


In the southern part of the county there is found to 
crop out a rock which is supposed to belong to the upper 
beds of the carboniferous limestone. It is used for under- 
pinning to buildings, and makes excellent lime, from 
which the whole county is supplied. Bitumenous Coal 
is also abundant in the southern portion of the county ; 
and doubtless both the limestone and the coal may be 
found in almost every township by proper effort. There 
is an excellent clay for brick througheut the county. 


WATER. 


There is not. a township in Poweshiek county that has 
not an abundance of living water. Several of the streams 
afford sufficient water for ordinary mill purposes; and vet 
none of them are so large as to require any expensive 
bridging, which is quite an important item to the emi- 
grant who is seeking ahome in a new country. The 
streams are all easily bridged, the channels being invari- 
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ably narrow and deep. Wells are seldom deeper than 
fourteen teet. The very best of water, sweet and clear, 
in great abundance, is obtained at a depth ot 12 to At 
feet. | 
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CEOFS. 


| 

| The average yield of corn is re sixty to seventy-five 
bushels to the acre. There were many fields in this 
county the last summer which sate seventy-tive bush- 
els, and nota few a hundred bushels to the acre. Of 
wheat the average yield is twenty to twenty-five bushels; 

uf oats sixty to sev enty. The amount of Sorghum syrup 

produced to the acre will average about 30 to “L00 gallons; 
of potatoes about 100 bushels. 

| 

} 

| 


CLIMATE. 


The climate here !s delightful. The winters are mild, 
usually dry and unbr oken from the first setting in till the 
opening of spring. Spring is more turward th: im In cent- 

ral Ohio. «~The summers are unsurpassed in salubrity, 
and indeed the whole year is unequaled in this respect by 
the climate of any other portion of the United Stutes.— 
The heat of the summer season is ereatly moditied by 
the prairie breezes, which are constant; and thus the ta- 
tigue consequent upon hard labor in the open field, is 
very much lessened. During the warm seasons one may 
be in the open air at mght and all night with impunity. 
No dampness collects in the clothing; the air is not chilly 
neither oppressive with heat; it is not laden with nox- 
Jous Vapors arising from staenant w ater and decaying vee- 
etation, In short the healthiness and beauty of the cli- 
mate can only be understood by being enjoyed. 


PRAIRIE AND TIMBER. 


g 
throughout its whole extent. There are uo pane or 


swamps within her limits. The timber is eood and mnach 
more abundant than ut many counties of tthe State. by 
reference to Hen nap on the Loth page of this pa mpliet, 
the prupuertion of timber to praime dand mary rea itly be 
SVE: 


The prairie of Poweshick county is gently rolling 
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‘POPULATION, 


In 1860 the population of this county as 4,9 203..in =| 

} 

1863 it was 6,370, being an increase ot’ 1,450 in three | 
years of war _ having sent to the army in the same tine . 
her ful quota of soldiers. The census returns for the | 
present \ year are not yet inj but they will doubtlessshow | 
a population of about §, 000. The county is now rapidly | 
filling up. At the last general election the entire vote | 
of the county was 1,408—047 republican, and 461 | 
Democratic. 
{ 

| 

| 
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DESCRIPTION oF TOWXS, 


Wontezuma, 


Montezuma, the seat of justice vad Poweshiek county, 
was laid out in the summer of 1848, by John W Fut, bi 
b. Ogden anda Mr. Matthews, five years after the first 
settlement im the county. 

Gideon Willson and isaac G. Willson hauled the first 
timber on to the town site, in January, 1840, and erected 
the first ropaeey in the town,a loe Kone e, Which is still 
standing as a part of the building known at present as the 
Melxee property. Martin 8 Snyder had previously built a | 
log house a Little west ot town. Gideon Willson, who | 
is at presenta dry guods merchant in the place, kept the | 
first s tore in the town and in the county, which was opeh- 
ed in June, 1850. | 

The tivst: white child born in Montezuma was Catha- | 
rine Willson, danghter to Isaac G. Willson, in March, | 
1850, The first death in the place was that of the wife | 
of Washington B. Harden, which occurred in the fall of | 
1849. | 
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Jaticn thus decreased for a time. The country gti is 
thickly settled and well improved. 

Montezuma contains tive dry aan stores, six groce- 
ries, two drug stores, three blacksmith shops, a Wagon 
shop, two cabinet shops, one harness and s: rddle shop, 

one banking honse, one large brick steam flouring mill, 
one printing office, two elurches, ore large hotel, one 
large schoo! house a ‘and a substantial and eleg rant Court 
“House. - 

There are three church organizations iu the place, the 
Methodist Episcopal, the Methodist Protestant and the 
Presbyterian. The Methodist Protestant society has a 
small but good brick brilding; the Methodist Episcop: a 
Ect. has a mine irame building about 40 by €0 teer, 
erected in 1558at a cost of about “84,400.00. At present 
the Presbyterians worship in the Court Honse. The 
School fiouse is two stories high and contains four com- 
EHOMIO Us rooms ; it will accommodate about 250 scholars, 


“he Court “louse is 2 magni HIcent structure of briek, of 


the Dorie s seit of architecture: the fonndati lon, eaps 
and ‘sills po a or white limestone. The size of the building 
ig 50 by 70 feet, two stories high; it has forty-six large 
windows, Laaertine 2 beautiful appearance. Gn the 
first oor are the Cle rks , Lreasurer’s, Judge's, Recorder's, 
and some law oifices; above are the court and jury 
reoms. ‘The cree was erected in 1857 at a cost of 
925,009. ito adjoining county has as good a court house 


as this and bette: ones are rarely seen, even iu the older 


Or en 


Garimnell, 


in the winter of. [833 and 5+ there ap} peared a notieé mm 
the N. ¥. dnvepencdent and Tribune by Rev. J. B. Grin 


nell, thea a Consresational Minister in New York, of huis 
purpose tox orm a Christian colony and locate in the west. 


‘fon the Sthx Maren, i854. some tour or five venticnen 
met for the tirst time atthe Park House, lowa City, ana 
consulted regs ain colony, and came to the conciu 
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sion that Towa offered greater advantages to such acs sony 
than any other State. 
Three of those present, the Rev. J. B. Grinnell, Dr. 
ho. LTolyoke, and Rev. Homer Uanslin, with a surveyor, 
Mr. Cassaday, of Iowa City, having procured ateam s tart: 
ed out upon the Iowa City and Ft. Des Moines roud, wit 
the conacling bint from the landlord, that it was Tae 
whether they would find a AeUP HE ‘place short of Latti- 
more’s frove, = miles distant. As they journeyed west 
the country was carefully observed, and inquiries made 
for a large tract of vacant land, but none was found on | 
the first « day, and night ioundthem hospi itably entertained | 
with four beds in one room, more than they expected in so 
th nly settled country, The next day at noon they ar- | 
rived at Lattimore’s grove, haying plats of allthe land | 
thereabout, they prox seeded at once to take a view of the 
prairie where the tuwn of Grinnell is now located, and | 
linding it in al a reapects most desirable, determined here | 
to plan tthe colony. Asthe neighboring inhabitants were | 
BUSPICi ous of the col onists, elev Lrigy them to be specula- | 
tors, they y de termined immediately to havea shelter for | 
new comers until the site for the town should be definite- 
peldcatdad: nd buiit a iow camp. | 
A considerable portion of the land in town 80, Range | 
16 weet, wes entered by those present tor their own use } 
and for that of vthers who were soon to join them. 
In the early part of May, 1854, the site of the town | 
was detinitely fxed and located in ‘the north-west quarter | 
of section 16, town, 50, ranve 16 weat, and tt was soon 
laid off into lots 75 feet by 165. The business street was 
to be 100 feet wide, all other streets 50 fect wide. A park | 
was set apart near the center for ornaiment,to be tilled | 
with shrubbery and trees. Six lots were set apart as the | 
‘ 
| 
| 
| 
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place for a chureh and school-louse. 

About the lrstor June, 1854, the first building was 
erected tor the accomodation of the colonists and those 
who might choose to come that way, and they were not a 
few. This hrst building was put togethe r for the time 
and oceasion, and it chanced to be lone 
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Grinnell. Soon after the erection of this first’ building, 
anviher was erected in which Mr. Anor Seott kept store. 
a farze stone or grout building was erected during the 
fall of the year for. a hotel, and kept by George C Chambers 3. 

The next thing to be provided was a suitable place for 
holding re liwious meetings and a school house. <A small 
builling was erected tor this double purpose, and thus as 
ever the church and school go hand in hand; and it may 
be mentioned here that probably not a sabbath has pass- 
ed since the first location of the colony, on which there 
has not been preaching or other religious services. Rev. 
J. B. Grinnell officiated as minister fur the colony part of 
the time daring the first four years. 

In March, 1855, the initiatory steps toward forming 2 
Congregational ehurch were taken and the organization 
was ‘periected on the 8th of May, 1855. The chur ch was 
organized with 20 members, and on the 1st of July 14 
others joined the church. 

As education was one of the maingsprings of the or- 
ganization of the colony, all funds arising from the sale of 
town lots over and above the e original cost, were to be ap)- 
propriated to this purpose, and in sucha way as should 
be decided by the colonists themselves. 

One town lot was given to any one, whose purpose was 
to settle in the place, provided he built a good frame house 
(a log house was never built on the town plat.) and a 
ing. received one lot as a gift, the builder was expected to 
buy the adjoining Jot, which he was always ready to do; 
and thus at present nearly every house has ample space 
for orn iuisrital and garden purposes. Duri ing the year 
1855 the balance of unentered Jand within ten miles of 
the town was mostly take 1h Up, and the place insreased 
considerably in popul: ition. The settlers were generally 
from the eastern States. In the fall of this year a large 
and commodious school house 49x40 feet and two stories 
hich was built. 

‘The tirst white child born in the colony was Frederick 
Samuel, asonto Dr. Thos. Holyoke, in April, 1855, and 
diei the same year. 

The first death was of a Mr. Hale, an aged man, who 
died goon afcer his arrival in 1854. 
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The first permanent frame cweiling house was guilt by 
Dr. Holyoke. 

The first Fourth of Jaly that occurred after the settle- 
ment of the place, was duly celebrated, not in burning of 
powder, for that was thought a useless part of the perform- 
ance at that time, but by patriotic speeches and a good 
cheer fur the inner man. | 

In June 1856, the Congregations al Association of Lowa 
met here, and found a most cordial reception. Dr. Tap- 
pan, from Maine, ae wes present, made the remark, 
that he found here what he did not expeet to find, a New 
England colony as it were taken me by the roots and 
transplanted out on the prairies or fowa., On the 2d ot 
April 1857, the citizens laid the foundation to Grinnell 
University, which in time became Iowa College. 

At the time of the settlement of the Pi ace the nearest 
railroad station was at Davenport, and ail goods sold and 
lumber bought had to be brought from thence by teams, 
a distance of 120 miles. Llow slow building was then 
is easily imagined. No wonder thai no mansions were | 

| 


erected during the first eight years, and the growth of 
the place has been slow, to within a year or cwo; but still 
it has been steady and permanent, 

Those who have settled, have had in view religious and 
educational advantages, making themselves quict and 
comfortable homes vand t hey toa great extent succeeded 
in their enterprise. Considerable attention has been paid 
to horticulture, and many fine trait gardens may be seen. 

The surrounding country is settled by enter prising far- 
mers, and settlers are coming ia rapidi; 7, and thrift and 
enterprise are taking tne placa oF what eleven years Bee 
was an unbroken waste of praivie. ‘Tho suriaccisgently || 
undulating, and elthough no | Lure StrOnmns are HEET, there 
is a sufficiency of stock water on allsides of town on smal 
streams fed by living springs. 

by the survey of the Mi. GAL RR, isis determined 
that the highest point between Da avenpor ax [Dos Aicings 
is at the depot : of said yoad in Grinnell. Part of. the wat- 
ert falling inand about town runs into Dagar Creck and 

Skunk river, and the other, the eastern part, runs into 
Be ear Creck and lowa river. 
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The M. & M. R. R. was compieted to this place in Ju- 
ly 1863, and the terminus of the road is now, in February 
1865, still at this place. 

The town plat has been enlarged by additions on all 
sides. 

The present Congregational Meeting House was built 
in 1860 and was enlarged in 1863. It will seat 400 and 
is frequently too small. The pulpit has been supplied at 
times by Rev. J. B. Grinnell, Rev. S. L. Herrick, Rev. 
L. C. Rouse and J. W. Hathaway, and in August 1863 the 
Rev. 8S. D. Cochrane was settled as pastor. The Metho- 
dists have a society and have stated preaching. They 
expect soon to have a meeting louse. The Baptists have 
a convenient house of worship built in 1859, and have 
preaching part of the time. 

The public school has three departments and is open 
about nine montlis in the year. 

The place has not far from 1,000 inhabitants. We had 
last fall a Republican majority of 120. There are several 
dry goods stores in the place, two hardware stores, two 
drug stores, several family groceries, one book store, two 
hotels, and a livery stable. Since the spring ot 1564 the 
Provost Marshal’s Office of the 4th congressional district 
of Iowa has been located here, this being the most central 
place of the district and indeed nearly of the State. 

The persons liable to military duty hare always made 
due provision to supply the number of men demanded by 
the Government, and at this timeare probably far enough 
ahead of all calls to exempt them from another call of 
300,000 men. 


Fiistory of Lows Collcze. 


Towa College of 1865 is the product ofthe inosculation of a young 
shoot with a more mature stock, or, perhaps more properly, a stream 
enlarged and modified hy the accession of an important tributary : 
the stream before its enlargement was Iowa College of Davenport, its 
tributary, Grinnell University. 

IOWA COLLEGE IN DAVENPORT. 


The establishment of a College in this—then—Tervitory was a 
theme of coramon reinark ainong the Congregational and New School 
Presbyterian ministers bere 23 early as 1841. At the ordination of 
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5 
the “Andover Band,’ in November, 1843, at Denmark, the project 
was definitely proposed and fully discussed, but the resolution to take 
immediate action was not formed till the March following. 

Attention was first directed toa place in Buchanan County on the 
Waps'pinnicon as adesirable location forthe College. Rev. J. A. Reed, 
Seth Richards, Esq., and James Houghton, Esq., were appointed to 
examine the place and report. This committee reported April 16, || 
1844, when Rey. Asa Turner of Denmark, was appointed to solicit 
funds in the East. Ten days after that meeting he was on his way. 
He received many words of encouragement in New York, New Haven 
and Boston ; but in the latter place he met several gentlemen, espe- 
cially interested in more Eastern and feeble institutions, who very 
naturally regarded the effort fora Collegein Iowa as liable to some 
objections, and advised that it should be postponed. As that field 
seemed to be preeecupied, this effort was abandoned. Nevertheless, 
interest in the general object was not abated. Many influences turn- 
ed the attention of the friends of the enterprise toward Davenport, 
and in 1846, it was decided to locate the College there. Atthe same 
meeting a Beard of Trustces was elected. 

The College received its Charter June 17, 1847, and classes in the 
Preparatory Department were organized Nov. 1, 1848, under the care 
of Prof. E. Ripley. The number of students (as given in the only 
catalogue at hand) during its first, second, and eighth years, was 43, 
76,and 139. The principal Instructors in the College, were Rev. E. 
Ripley, Prof. Ancient Languages, Rev. H. L. Bullen; Prof. Mathe- 
matics, Rev. D. Lane, Prof. of Mental and Moral Science, and D. S. 
Shelden Prof. Natural Science. 

The growth of Davenport was thought to require the opening of a 
street throuch the College Campus which would render it comparative- 
ly unfit for Collere purposes. The Trustees accordingly determined 
in 1858 to remove the Institution elsewhere. Of the many liberal of- 
fers made by citizens of different places in the State to secure its lo- 
cation in their vicinity, the Trustees gave the preference to that* 
made at Grinnell, and decided to remove it te this place. 


GRINNELL UNIVERSITY. 


The origin of the University and the colony and villaze of Grinnell 
are so intertwined and so interfused that a full account of theone || 
cannot be given without embracing much of the history of the other. 
The University was the soul, the animating spirit of the colony, or, 
changing the view and the figure, it was her first-born, the object of 
her fondest hopes and most prayerful solicitude. 

The founders of “The Colony ” (as it was first named inthe vicinity) 
were of New England origin and thoroughly imbued with the New 
England spirit. Neither love of adventure nor lust for cain was their 
sole or dominant purpose in locating on atreetess and almost shrubless 
prairie. They came to the West not merely to secure a home, but | 


t 


*Its cash value was estimated at something over $49,000. 
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also aid in building up a literary institution which should be a source 
and centre of moral and religious influence in the State. 

One of the first acts of the colonists was the consecration of the net 
proceeds of the village lots to the erection of College buildings. The 
first public meeting to give the projected institution a definite formand 
character was held in Grinnell, Dee. 3d, 1855, and the dates* and acts of 
meetings immediately succeeding in connection with the fact (as it is 
believed) that every male citizen of the place became an “Elector” by 
the payment of $20.00 ta the ‘ Literary Fund’ show that it was the 
central object of their plans and aspirations. At the meetings in De- 
cember the * electors’ decided that the Institution should be named 
“Grinnell University,” and should be “ separated into two Depart- 
ments,’ male and female, the former * to resemble Eastern Coileges,” 
the latter to be moditied after Mt. Holyoke Seminary in South Hadley, 
Mass., and that the Females should have all the educational adyane 
tages of the Male Department: They also selected a site for the Fe- 
male Seminary and determined to commence the erection of the build- 
ing at once, and to use it for both Departments until additional 
buildingscould be erected. They selected Trustees also, and so ar- 
ranged their terms of office that two should be elected annually, 
one by the ‘electors’ and one by the Trustees themselves, and decid- 
ed that the President of the University should be elected by the 
*“ electors” and not by the Trustees as is the usual method, thus il- 
lustrating their democratic spirit and their confidence in the intelli- 
gence and educational interest of their prospective successors. 

The Trustees prosecuted the work of the building entrusted to 
their care by the “electors” with as much vigor as the state of the 
“Literary Fund” would allow, but the stringency of the times and the 
cost of the work, so much in excess of the first estimates, rendered it 
impossible to have the building in readiness for use before it was 
transferred to the Trustees of Lowa College. 

The friends of the University foresaw that students “ripe for 
College "’ would not be likely to apply for admission as soon as the 
doors of the Seminary should be opened, unless they should have 
the opportunity of preparation in Grinnell. Accordingly the Union 
school was opened for the admission of “ foreign students,” and 
classes Were taught in the various branches preparatory to a College 
course, and in some usually taughtin the Freshman or Sophomore 
year. During the school year of 1858--9 which immediately pre- 
ceded the commencement of instruction here under the auspices of 
the Trustees of Iowa College, there were in the Union school thirty 
students from abroad and more than that number of those who were 
preparing to go through coileze. 

In 1858 the Trustees of Iowa College resolved to remove the Col- 
lege froin Dayenport, and asked for proposals for its location elsewhere. 
The Electors and Trustees of the University regarded this as a most 
favorable opportunity to unify and centralize the educational interests 
of Conezresationalists in lowa, and promptly offered them their Uni- 
versity property and perpetual good will, and illustrated it by making 


*December Sth, 10th, Lith, 15th, 7th, 19th, 22d and 25th. 
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an additional subscription payable to the College when the offer should 
be accepted and the removal consummated. The offer was accepted 
and the nuptials duly solemnized! The University as a bride, lost 
her name and legal identity, but gained largely in wealth and thous- 
ands of friends. 


IOWA COLLEGE IN GRINNELL, 


Instruction under the auspices of the College Trustees was sus- 
pended during the Academic Year 1858-9. At the annual meeting 
in 1859, the Trustees requested Rev. S. L. Herrick, Q. A. Gilmore, 
L.F. Parker, and J. B Grinnell to provide instruction without charge 
to the College, and accordingly classes were organized Sept. 14, 
1859, in the College building in Grinnell, under the care of Rev. S. 
L. Herrick and L. F. Parker. 

The first meeting of the Board of Trustees in Grinneli was held 
July 10, 1860, when arrangements were made for the more formal 
opening of the Preparatory Department. 

In June 1861, the Truntees voted “that the time’ had “ fally 
come when the interests of education and of the College required 
an effort in its behalf through the Society for the Promotion of Col- 
legiate and Theological Education at the West. This effort was not 
commenced till the Spring of 1863, when Rev. J. C. Holbrook went 
to New England to raise a partial endowment of $20,000. The A- 
gent was so successful, and the wants of the College so imperative, 
that the Trustees soon asked for $50,000, After securing payments 
and pledges to the amount of $40,000, the work was suspended tein- 
porarily. 

The first Freshman Class was organized Sept. 4, 1861, and the 
prospects for an eminently successful year were peculiarly gratifying. 
The events of the previous summer, however, had shown that the 
national life was in actual peril, and when a reeruiting office was 
opened in Grinnell, about thirty students (including tive of the Fresh- 
man Class of twelve) enlisted, and one of the teachers asked leave 
of absence to accompany them. Sympathy with the Governinent 
in its contest with Rebellion has always been at fever heat inthe Col- 
lege and among its friends, and students have continued to leave it 
for the army, while many who have been planning to engage in 
study here have directed their steps toward the Camp instead of the 
College. During the summer of 1864, in response to the cull of the 
Governor for men to serve 100 days, about thirty students and ono 
of the teachers enlisted. These constant and, at times, heavy drafts 
upon the College, have greatly retarded its development. The war 
has prevented many young ladies trom attending the College, but 
more young men, and if the number of young men in attendance 
had been as much greater than the number of young ladies actually 
here as it was during the year embraced in the first catalogue (1860— 
b1) the successive aggregates would have been 102, 138 and 280, 
instead of 87, 92 and 174. 

lowa College has the distinguished honor of being the first to offer 
“free tuition’ to disabled soldiers and to those unable to pay their 


ees ee a ne A A 


SIAN Re Y peep 
yeroati) wa a a Sod ¥ on bis hot hae 

Suis Voit Gola ob: PH Uy "wo fee Wr ea 
Et -4es2 Josicuyio Tisv eo>cain a itivragR 


yoren off wor oF ai varie 
ade 
J ») 4 iV “)f 


at serit ott 


At oa : 


its oan usta] 
r 7 : 

se” Ls ol 
9 


Jim 16 
siipel 


i 


-_ 
7 


ee 


A rete eo 


POWESHUTERK COUNTY, IOWA. 29 


own tuition in consequence of the absence or cea of friends j in the 
oa - army. 


ANTICIPATORY. 


Friends of the College in New England are advising the renewal 
of the effort to increase the Endowment Fund, and immediate and 
pressing necessities are demanding additional buildings, and it is prob- 
able that both objects will receive Yearly attention. 

Yale College was founded in 17u0, but in 1705 it was described* as 
“a thing w hich they call a College,” and after a nomadic lifeof sixteen 
years, its tutors were regarded as so incompetent that the classes were 
temporarily disbanded, but in 1865 it has its scores of able instructors, 
over 600 students, a plethoric treasury and gigantic power, Towa 
College is in its infancy, yet, during the last year, it has drawn its 
students from 36 different counties and 6 different States. The histo- 
ry of Yale suggests the possibility that the future may have space 
and time for the srowth of Iowa College. 


INSTRUCTORS. 
Elected. Resigned. 
1860 L. F. Parker, Prin. Prep. Department, | 1861 
Rev. 8S. L. Herrick, Assistant, ry 
sia Rev. J. A. Reed, ‘j 
1861 - Prin. Psp Department. 1862 
% L. F. Parker, Prof. of Ancient Languages. 
1862 Rev. D. E. Jones, teacher of Music, 1863 
“ Hon. 2 Holyoke, M. D., Lecturer on Physiology. 
Mrs.-S. C. Parker, Prin, Female Department. 
1863 C. W. . Von Coelin, Prof. Mathematics. 
= Rev. S. B. Goodenow, Prin. Prev. Department. 1863 
1864 Rev. S . Jay Buck, ais: 
" Rey. G. F. Macoun, President. 
“ Rey. O. W. Clapp, Prof Rhetoric. 
“ Rev. H. W. Parker, Prof. Natural Science. 


a 


DBroovklyn. 


DRooxziyry is beautifully located near the M.& if R. 
%., on elevated ground between Big and Little Dear 
Creeks, the center: of the village being three-fourths ot a 
nile from the depot. It has a population of 400, the en- 
tire population of the township being about 750. It con- 
tains thirce dey goods stores, two groceries, one drug 
store, one tin slop, two blacksinith shops, two hotels, two 


*By Col. Caleb Heathcote, in a letter sent to England for pubtication. 
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shoe shops, two churches, one school house, and near 


the depot a grain ware house and lumber yard. 

The Methodists have a good substantial frame church, 
and the Catholic’s have a small one. There are Pres- 
byferian, Baptist and Lutheran organizations with stated 
or occasional preaching, but no church buildings. The 
schools are in two departments, and have 170 scholars. 


Bear Creek township was settled in the winter of 


1845—16 by John J. Talbott, the first settler, and next 
followed Robert Manatt, Sr., with his son William Man- 
att. The first white child born in the township was 
Sarah Massa, daughter to William Manatt. The first 
death was that of John J. Talbott. It was he who built 
the first house, (log) a little east of the town site. These 
first settlers came to this place from Holmes Co., Ohio. 
The town of Brooklyn was laid out in the spring of 


1855 by Robert Manatt, Sr. The first store in the piace 


was kept Dy. Dr. Reena © Sears, now of Grinnell, and 
was opened Sept. 9, 1854. "Py evions to this time, the in- 
habitants traded at Tawa City and Montezuma. Milling 
was done at Lowa City, abont fifty miles distant. 

The number of sheep in Bear Creck township two 
years ago was 70; it is now 4,585, which is a fair illus- 
tration of the rapid ads -ancement the entire county is 
making inthe business of w ‘ool growing. 


.Foreat Biomc. 


The above is the name of a beautifal village nestled in 
the woods, in the southern part of the county, six miles 
from Montezuma. The populati ion is about 200, although 
the entire township (Union) is probably as thickly popu- 
lated as any tow nship in the county. The inhabitants 
are intelligent, industrious, and thriving—lovers of ev- 
erything good, loyal and true. 

The first election held in Poweshick county was at the 
house of Mahlon Woodward in Union township, betore 
the organization of the county. Martin (or Daniel) Sny- 
der was the tirst Justice of the Peace. 

The first settlers of this township were Richard Chees- 
man, kh. B. Ovden. The first white child born in the 
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township was Hannah A Woodward, daughter to Mah- 
lon Woodward, about the year 1847. The first death 


was that of Elias Dement, about 1847 or 1848. The 


first sermon preached was by J. B. Hardee, present elder 
of this district in the ML. E. Church. 

Union township has furnished more than a hundred 
volunteers fur the Union army. 


Dresden 


Is a neat little village of 150 inhabitants, in Deep Riv- 
er township, 10 miles east of Montezuma. It contains 
two stores, a steam: saw mill, a blacksmith shop, aschool 
house, &c. There are three church organizations, Pres- 
byterian, Methodist and Baptist. 

The locality is one ef the most pleasant and healthy in 
the State. The prairie is rolling, the region well water- 
ed, Deep river being a never failing stream, which is 
skirted with an abundance of fine timber. The country 
is fast being settled up and improvements are rapidly 
going forward. 


Malcom Townsuip. 


In Anucust 1853, Mr. W. L. Zine from Illinois, and in 


April 1854, Aly. W. Springer from Seneca county, Ohio, 
settled in the bounds of what is now Maleom township. 
Mr. Thomas Motherel came in May following and _sct- 
tled on Big Bear Creck near the nine mile grove. Zine 
was located on the State road, on the preniises now be- 
longing to Mr. Sylvester Bates. near the center of the 
township; and Mr. Springer on the same read in the 
eastern part of said township. In the year of 1855 Mr. 
Church Meigs, and P. O. Raymond, from the State of 
Vermont, settled on the said state road east of Zinc’s 
farm, the premises of Mr. Raymond joining those of 
Zine, and those of Meigs next to Raymond’s. In the 
same season Mr. Edmund Cardell from Ilinois, former- 
Jy trom Vermont, settled on the State road on the place 
joining the farm of the said Church Meigs on the east. 
Mr. C. B. Martin came the next season and ax 
farm on the said road opposite the premises of Messrs. 
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~ .POWESHIEK COUNTY, IOWA. 
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- Meigs and Cerdell and resided there until the fall of 
1859. In February 1857, Mr. Sylvester Bates from 
Vermont, having purchased the farm of W. L. Zine, set- 
tled himself there where he yet remaining a citizen of 
this township, Mr. Zine having emigrated to Kansas.— 
Not far from the same time Mr. H. D. Arnold came in, 
and subsequently others, till the population of the terri- 
tory was such as to require a civil organ‘zation. Accor- 
dingly an order was issued on the 10th of September, 
1853, by the county judge to L. E. Cardell, Esq., to give 
due notice to the qualified electors of said territory to 
meet at the house of Mr. E. Cardell,on the 2d Tuesday 
of October following, and elect cfticers for the said 
township of Malcom. This order from the Judge first 
detined the metes and bounds of the township and af 
fixed the name of Malcom, then directed as to the time 
and place of holding the election. 


In pursuance to the order of the courton the 2d Tnes- 
cay of October the election was held at the place desig- 
nated. Mr. Church Meigs polled the first vote. L. E. 
Cardell was elected Justice of Peace; John Meigs, Con- 
stable; H. D. Arnold, C. B. Martin and H. Pervoise 
Trustees, and Sylvester Bates clerk of the said township. 
John Wallace was elected Assessor and E. Cardell Sn- 
pervisor, 

The first minister of the gospel that settled in this 
township was Mr. James Cox, of the United Brethren 
denomination, who came in from Wisconsin in May 
1859. The first white child born within the bounds of 
this township wes Catharine Zinc, daughter of W. L. 
Zinc and his wife Margaret Zine. She was born secon at: 
ter her parents settled in Malcom. The first cconple 
married were Mr. David Johnson and Miss. Martha 
Motherel. The first adult death was that of Mr. Jacob 
Gwyn in the latter part of the summer of 1859. 


Mr. Church Meigs was the first school director and 
Mrs, P. P. Wallace taught the first school, in the vear 
2853. In October 1859 Rev, A. D. Chapman, from Del- 
aware County, Obio, settled in the township and eom- 
menced his ministerial labors in what is now the first 


#resbyterian church of Brooklyn and Malcom, on the 
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Sth of November following, and still continucs to be the 
stated supply of said church. | 

The first school house was completed in the pring of 
1860. [tis adimirab! y fitted a3 tu size and internal ar- 
rangement to answer the two-fold purpose of a school 
house anda house of worship. There are now three 
school districts in this township, and three schools are 
now kept. There are two school houses whieh are cc- 
cupied anid a school house tor district No. 3 is projected, 
the funds being raised in part to complete it. 

The settling of this township has not been as rapid as 
of some other sections in the State of Iowa. The char- 
acter and enterprise of the inhabitants however, will 
compare favorably with any equal average number of 
settlers who have peopled any district of the western 
country, as to their thrift, in the breadth of soil brought 
into cultivation, the amount of grain produced, and the 
increase of their stock by growth and by purchase. A 
post otiice was kept in this township on the State road 
from 1847 till within the year past when it was removed 
tu the nearest residence to the M. & M. R.R., where itis 
now kept. Mr. E. L. Cardell was the first post migstey, 


Picasant Tosnselip, 


This township as its name indicates is a ‘beautiful sec- 
tion of the county lying a little northwest of Montezume. 
The first settlers were David Cassiday and William Cae- 
siday, who located there in i551— 62, followed by Har- 
rison ILornback and Ilannibal Sutton. 

The tirst white child born was Sarah Naomi, danghter 
to David Cassiday. The first death was that of Eli S., 
son to William Carsiday. Mr. John Cassiday, still a 
resident of the township, planted the first orchard. 
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What Poweshick County hire done to put down the 
ie Se ae le Rebellicn. 


This tounty has been represented 1 in more that twenty 
regiments and batteries of Lowa troops, as Ww ell as in sey- 
eral reviments trom other States. Four the 10tii Lowa In- 
funtry she furnished more than a hundred men, for the 
$sth Lowa Inthatr vy about two lindred, for the £0th abont 
one hundred, fur the tth lows Cavalry y about a sah 
and a smaller number tor other regiinents. In all she 
has sentintuthe teld about 60U deel mostly for three 
be i tid 
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SCHOOLS. 


There are sizty sub-districts in the county, .some of 
which have two schools. The number of ‘persons between 
the ages of S and 21 years of age are 2.877. Tlie schools 
are all in a flouris hing condition, cvod teachers are em- 
slaved and in almost every 4ab district there is a good 
frame school house. The average compensation received 
by male teachers is about $0.00 per week, that of females 


about $5.00. 


The number of school districts two years ago, was fifty, 
showing au increase of 20 por cent. in that time. 


This county was named in honor of Powrsirex, an 
Indian Chief. who presided over this district of territory, 
and lived and died somewhere in this vicinity. Where 
he was buried we have as yet been unable to learn. It is 
said that he was friendly to the whites, and an honorable 
elucf 
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HEAD & DALBEY, 
Attorneys at Law and General Qaents, 


| Se at \ 
ens ; 

| Wee. ‘©. GCONDIT, 175860,.,|'- \ 
EDITOR AND PROPRIBTOR OF TIE 
| MONTEZUMA REPUBLICAN, : 
} MONTE ZUMA, IOWA. i 
ee | 
| Book. C He and Plain-and Faney Job Printing of all |! 
| kinds executed neatly and with expedition, At reasonable i 
| prices. Advertisements inserted at current rates. 
| Terms of Taper $2.00 per year in advence: | 
SST ETT TE or ESA FTES Cas eRe ATT ag EAL | nae ES ETRE REE TTL FA A BEE EE TTR 
| ‘ 
| | 


wd ONT P2UMAS TOWA. 


Associated at an early day with the interests of this county, hare su- 
perior facilities for the transaction of all business entrusted to their 
eare. ‘Personal attention given to paying taxes, baying and selling 

Rest’ Estate, +, collecting niet We. ee. 
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ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AY LAW 
AND SOLIVITOR IN CHANCERY. 
SENN EEE IOWA, 


 90S32D0S BAST, : 
| 
| | 


Bl 14 ANCA TAT ake | 
MUCOSUMN YORES, | 
REAL ESTATE AGENT, 
MOUNT A Maer ese n CO. IOWA. 
Will pay taxes, redeem lands sold fur taxes, buy and sell land, and do 
a general land agency busincss. 
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Banker any Vand Agent, 
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EXCMANGH HOUGIEY AND SOLD, 
EANDS VOUGRT AND SOLD ON COMMISSION, 
TASES PAID, AND Coe MADE FROM TAX 

. SALES, &c, 
REFERENCES: 


et jean Beixcm Starr Bask or Jowa. 
Jinyr Nation an Bayk or Oskantooss Lowa. | 
I x10~ “es oeae As, Daxg or Corcaco, Iu. : 
Nagsat Bunk or New Yorx Crey. 
Ff. A. Gurren, Country Treasurer, Montezuma, Iowa. | 
G. FE. Lawrence, Co. dupcre ayp I.nwcorveEr, * a 
ne MeDowar D, SUERIFE AND Post M ASTER, $6 ee a | 
iu TION... | 

do Soe | | 

DEALER IN | 

! 


ST Wey 


READY MADE CLOTHING AND FURNISHING GOODS, 
SEATS AND CAS, 
HOSIERY, GLOVES AND NOTIONS. 
SOUTH WEST CORNER PUBLIC SQUARE, : 
MONTEZUMA, IOWA, | 
“a | 


AND FANCY DRY GOODS, 
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ry Y eS Vy ; 
SIMEON | ay ane) 3205 : 

DEALER IN 
Grocestes, Confectionaries, and Fancy 


Notions. 
ae “ DE FURLIC SQUARE, MONTEZUMA, IOWA. 
AN Tull. and Complete Stock coustantly on hand tor sale. 
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_CHEESMAN, ‘Richard 17,.30 MANATT, Sarah Massa 30 
CLAPP, Rew, Cary. tae MANATT, William 30 
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CONDIT, Os : 35 MATTHEWS, Mr. --- 20 
CK, ee 32 MC DONALD, A. eG 
7: GARE | MC KEE, --- 20 
ot nae ee he ale - MEIGS, Church Sapp 5 
is ae van bes MEIGS , John sve 
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HALE, Mr, ~-- eo, Ms: PARKER, Mrs. S. C. 29 
_ HAMLIN, Rev. Homer 22 PERVOISE, H. 32 
HARDEE, 'd. B. 31 POWESHIEK 34 
HARDEN, Washington B. 20 3 > 
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HEAD & DALBEY | Pe) 
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